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California’s Covered Electronic Waste (CEW) Recycling System

- Electronic Waste Recycling Act of 2003; recycling program initiated January 2005

- Recycling system funded by consumer fees; Payments set to cover average costs
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CED: Covered Electronic Device

CEW: Covered Electronic Waste

• Covered devices: DTSC designated video displays (monitors, TVs) > 4” screen diagonal

• Approximately 10,700 registered retailers (21,600 locations) remit collected fees to BOE

• Retailers allowed to retain 3% of fee for administrative relief
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4th quarter 2009 through 2nd quarter 2010 quantities represent only a portion of claims normally anticipated. This 

is due both to the CRT glass market disruption and claim timing. Recyclers are supposed to submit claims within 

45 days after the end of a reporting month.

Covered Electronic Waste Recycling System Quarterly Volumes

• Monies and Pounds claimed as of June 17, 2010

• 800+ million pounds of CEW claimed since program inception

• Current payment rate: $0.39 per pound ($0.16 recovery; $0.23 recycling)
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Governor’s Proposed Budget for FY 2010/11 projects approximately $140 million in revenue from 

consumer fee if no changes are made… 

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/StateAgencyBudgets/3000/3500/department.html

Covered Electronic Device Sales - July 2007 through June 2009

• Approximately 10 million CEDs sold annually

• Current fee levels: $8, $16, and $25

• Average revenue per device currently ~$14

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/StateAgencyBudgets/3000/3500/department.html


Fee Remittance / Reporting Breakdown

Reporting Basis                       Number of Accounts

• Monthly                                                  247

• Fiscal Yearly                                          211

• Quarterly                                             3,730

• Yearly                                                  6,523

General guidelines for the Reporting Basis

Frequency Estimated and/or Reported Fees

• Yearly/Fiscal Year                  $0        to         $100

• Quarterly                                 $101    to         $300

• Monthly                                  $301    to         $1200
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Fee Calculation Considerations

• Near-future expenditure demand

• Revenue necessary to ensure 

continued program solvency

• Covered electronic device sales 

projections

• Fee structure to achieve adequate and 

stable revenue level

• Wild Cards?  (Legislation, etc.)
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